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its privileges * ; the merchants of the Hanse towns retained
possession of the London Steelyard 2; and the long debate
was at an end.
Henceforth the Merchant Adventurers had two mart Location
towns abroad: one in Germany, the other in the Low j£J*£
Countries. The location of the German staple was per-staple.
manently fixed at Hamburg in 1611, and here they were
still to be found in the opening years of the nineteenth
century 3. The location of the Dutch staple was not per-
manently fixed until nearly half a century later. " Laban ",
said Sir Thomas Roe in 1641, " never changed Jacob's wages
so often as the Hollanders have forced our merchants to
change their residences and the very course of this trade by
laws and tricks " 4. The Company complained that it was
not allowed to enjoy its ' ancient privileges ' 5 : in particular,
the Dutch imposition laid on English cloth served as a per-
petual irritant B. Middelburg did not content the fellowship
which was proposing to retire from it as early as 1613.
Plans were mooted for the transference of the mart from the
United Provinces to the Spanish Netherlands with which
commercial intercourse had been resumed in 16047; and
the Merchant Adventurers were invited to re-establish the
mart at Antwerp ' as in times past'8, The States of
1 State Papers Domestic, 1634-1635, p. 313. Apparently the imperial
ban was not repealed, but only dispensed -with in favour of Hamburg : ibid.
1676-1677, p. 27. For the privileges granted by Hamburg, see Parliamen-
tary Papers (1835), xlviii. 133 seq. There were temporary difficulties with
Hamburg during the Thirty Years' War, e.g. in 1628 the Privy Council
ordered English merchants to withdraw from the city owing to its imperial-
ist sympathies: Hist. MSS. Comm. Shrine, 139. For Anglo-Hanseatic
relations after the Restoration, see Brinkmann, " England and the Hanse
under Charles II. *' in The English Historical Review, xxiii. 683 seq.
* State Papers Domestic, 1635-1636, p. 169. See also Lappenberg,
Urkundliche Geschichte des Hansischen Stahlhofes £it London, 109 seq. The
merchants of the Steelyard were allowed certain fiscal immunities in con-
sideration of the privileges enjoyed by the English merchants at Hamburg;
and when London tried to levy rates upon them, they protested on several
occasions: State Papers Domestic, 1648-1649, p. 340 ; 1651-1652, p. 97 ;
1689-1690, p. 115 ; 1691-1692, p. 210.
Infra, p. 268, note 2.
Sir Thomas Roe's Speech in The Hatleian Miscellany (ed. Malham),
,460.
Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, it 150-15^
Infra, voL iii. 295.	7 Kymer, Foecbra, xx. 627.
In 1612 the Archduke had restricted the importation of English cloth
to the Province of Brabant: ibid. 628.   But in 1614 he made propositions

